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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



July, 1869. 



this nation, if the Sandwich Islands should follow, if 
Mexico and the Central States, sick of internal feuds, 
and jaded by misrule, should seek the protection of 
our laws, and the whole body of South American 
States find such a Union productive of increased 
stability and freedom? Thus would the whole 
western continent be combined into one mighty con- 
federacy. Would it then be strange if emigrants, 
returning home with the story of the West, should 
awaken a sympathy which would lead the poorer and 
freer States of Europe to seek, if not membership 
in the Union, at least a close and strong alliance that 
should guarantee protection, and transmit a vigorous 
pulse to their national life ? Would it be strange if 
such a confederacy should at length undertake to say 
what shall be the method of settling national differ- 
ences ? 1 would by no means claim the spirit of 
prophecy. I cannot say what may have been the 
purpose of Providence in planting such a nation on 
the western continent, purifying it in the furnace of 
civil war, and lifting it to a degree of power which, 
it is not too much to say, England herself respects. 
What career may lie before us, if the passions or 
the stolidity of the nations prevent the adoption of any 
of these peaceful and equitable measures for the 
settlement of difficulties and the abolition of war, 
only God can know. Certain it is, we are on the 
road along which we need only pursue our way 
for another century, and more than has been inti- 
mated may be the fruit of that journey. 

In conclusion, there are many circumstances daily 
coming to light which are calculated to encourage the 
efforts, and promote the ends of the Peace Associa- 
tion. The increasing appreciation of the horrors of 
war cannot fail to hasten the adoption of means so 
greatly desired. The facilities already existing, and 
which are rapidly increasing, for international com- 
munication, cannot fail to make us better and better 
acquainted with each other, more appreciative of 
what is good in every other nation, and bring us 
nearer to the attainment of the noble ends of peace. 
It cannot but be that the growing knowledge which 
trade, travel, books, and industrial exhibitions, are 
continually fostering among the nations of the earth, 
will 'aid in the solution of this great problem; and 
when the Christian world itself shall understand the 
true spirit of Christianity, how essentially it is a reli- 
gion of peace, and how absolutely the angelic 
hosts struck the key-note when they sang, "Glory 
to God in the highest ; and on earth Peace, good-will 
toward men !" — it will recoil as by an instinct from 
the barbarities of war, and demand with a voice of 
thunder the adoption of methods of peace. 
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83P The Editor of the Advocate for more than thirty years 
has been brought by long continued over-work to such a state 
of health as renders rest absolutely indispensable. Should 
this occasion some delay or irregularity in issuing the Advocate 
for a time, our friends will understand and excuse it. 



THE JUBILEE AND THE AMERICAN FLAG. 

The words of General Grant, "Let us have peace," 
are every way remarkable ; and especially when we consider 
the source from which they come, uttered by the greatest 
Warrior of the age, they struck the public mind with the 
force of an inspiration. It seems to many that nothing 
short of an inspirational suggestion gave rise to the grand 
and mighty response of the Peace Jubilee, of which we 
gave an account last week. But where, during all this 
time, is the recognition of the American flag, as a part of 
the peace programme ? Is the American flag to be forever 
the flag of blood, and nothing more ? Is there no possi- 
bility of giving it a new baptism, and shedding around it 
the celestial and renovating dews of new and pacific asso- 
ciations? It is, perhaps, a difficult attempt, and there 
seems to be only one way of accomplishing it. It is only 
by that prophetic sight which sees the renovations of the 
future, and can combine them with the history of the past, 
and in the exercise of faith can behold the noble banner 
floating in the coming years as the symbol of peace, as 
it has in former years been the symbol of blood. In 
the spirit of this view a few stanzas appeared not long 
since in the Advocate of Peace, which we reprint to-day 
as an accompaniment to the inspirations cf the great 
jubilee. 

THE FLAG OF PEACE. 

The day that comes with glories new, 

Old errors to displace, 
Upon its rising sunbeams threw 
The flag of red, and white, and blue, 

To bless the human race. 

The day that maketh all things bright, 

With liberty divine, 
Pluck'd from the heavens the starry light, 
And in the red, the blue, the white, 

Bade it forever shine. 

Oh banner fair ! Oh banner free ! 

The red, the white, the blue! 
Unfurl to every land and sea 
Thy morning stars of liberty, 

And life and hope renew. 

Oh banner fair! Oh banner true ! 

With mission all divine ! 
Farther than Roman eagles flew, 
With wisdom Athens never knew, 

That last great work is thine. 

Say that the work of blood is done ; 

Proclaim that wars shall cease ; 
And shine, as when the smiling sun 
From storms his rainbow flag hath won, 

The world's bright flag of peace. 

— Christian Mirror. 

As to the bearing of the Jubilee on the Peace Cause, gener- 
ally misconceived, we will speak hereafter. — Ed. 



